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Hamilton is now accepting enrollment for its 
Fall classes. Ages 3 by December 31st -  Allergy 
Sensitive School and Pre-Kindergarten Classes Of-
fered.  For more information please contact Sherry 
Lehr 540-338-0510 or Le5shr@aol.com.

Birthright Shower Thanks so much for 
your generosity in donating items for the Birthright 
baby shower, needy families and nursing home resi-
dents! It is much appreciated. Please remember this 
summer that Poverty Does Not Take a Vacation! 
Please consider taking a tag from the giving tree 
and making a difference in someone’s life!! Thanks 
again, Marilyn Gugliotta & Erin Bucci. For more 
information on the Giving Tree contact 6gugs@
comcast.net, or Buccierin@comcast.net .
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on 3rd SUN, July 18, 1:30-3:30 pm and/or 3rd 
WED, July 21, 9:30-11:30 am in downstairs hall.  
New knitters/crocheters can start a scarf; market 
bag pattern will be available for experienced knit-
ters.  Soulstitchers have recently sent blankets and 
washclothes to Haiti, preemie hats to Children's 
National Medical Center, and 75+ shawls to Work-
camp - keep up the good work, we've got lots of 
wool to use! Questions? Contact Monica Deaver 
and mojoknits@comcast.net or 540-338-6057.

Sunday Morning Fellowship
The Knights of Columbus are serving coffee 
and selling donuts in the Narthex next week-
end as a fundraiser for the Vacation Bible 
School tent. Parishioners and guests are invited 
to stop by to talk with and greet their fellow 
parishioners. Thank you Knights!!

BLOOD DRIVE Congratulations to all 
for your great support. We registered 60 and 
had 55 donors,from our post-drive count. 
There was one stick that did not result in a full 
unit of blood. But we consider it a success for 
our 55 donors.  This brings us to a total of 180 
units from 196 donors, an outstanding effort 
for 2010. Shoot for 360.You and all of our 
donors can be very proud of this significant 
effort. Thank you everyone. Wayne Hanley

July 4: How does love of country fit in with our Faith?

Is it okay for Catholics to be patriotic?  Today seems like a good day to ask.  
Does allegiance to God and His Holy Church preclude allegiance to our 
country?  Is July 4 simply a long weekend with family, food and fireworks?

Or is it something more?

 In these days when the Catholic idea of social justice is sometimes con-
fused with embracing causes actually contrary to church teaching, today is 
a good time for American Catholics to reflect on these two parts of who we 
are, to pray for God’s guidance, and to teach our families.

I know that as I am grateful to be a Catholic, I am grateful to be an 
American. Grateful to live in a country that was founded on biblical prin-
ciples and in which men were willing to sacrifice their lives for freedom.

Yes, our country’s birth was not perfect. Just as all earthly leadership is not 
perfect – even that set in motion by God – a fact gently pointed out to me 
by Regina Doman when a few years ago I listed among my anti-Catholic 
arguments the history of church corruption and she reminded me of stories 
of leadership in the Bible.  

“Only God is the perfect leader,” she said.

But God was in the birth of America. I see that in the fact that woven into 
our founding documents were the very ideas and words which would one 
day abolish slavery and give women the right to vote. The Founding Fa-
thers were no more hypocritical than you and I – because we all are sinners 
and fall short – but men with the vision and the courage to frame a republic 
in accord with the “laws of nature and of Nature’s God.” 
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Thomas Jefferson questioned: “Can the liberties of a nation be thought 
secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the 
minds of the people that these liberties are of the Gift of God? That they 
are not to be violated but with His wrath?”

I am certainly no expert, and in 500 words, I cannot begin to address this 
matter fully,  only to bring up some questions which I hope will pique your 
curiosity. You may want to Google “Catholicism” and “Patriotism” to begin 
your own process.

The Church teaches that we can and should honor and respect our country 
– just as we honor and respect our parents (Thomas Aquinas et al.). Saint 
Joan of Arc – my beloved patron saint – was an unlikely woman/child God 
called to serve her country in battle. So being a good Catholic does not 
mean that we cannot defend out country’s heritage. 

But – as when Father Escalante instructs us that Catholics in good stand-
ing must put the issue of Life before any other political wish list – being a 
Catholic patriot does mean that we put God’s teachings first.  

This July 4, let us count our blessings that we live in a country founded on 
God’s teachings, let us commit to protect those life-affirming values in our 
daily lives, and let us be fearless in our defense.



Many thanks to all who participated in 
our pledge drive on the weekend of June 
13! The building project gained 167 new 
pledges = $462,280, 9 increased = $26,100 
and 5 anonymous = $6,120.  

We now have 402 pledges totaling $1.9 
million!  Thank you, thank you for becom-
ing involved in the vision and the hopes of 
all our parish family to build a parish center 
that will indeed Build Our Faith!

As a parish, we have a vision that is amazing 
and exciting. Building Our Faith.  We will 
continue to invite all our parish family to 
invest ourselves through the resources that 
God has given us – our energy, our prayers, 
and our money – in this work to which God 
has called us.

We can confidently declare with the Apostle 
Paul: “You will be enriched in every way by 
your generosity.”

Please visit the parish website, www.stfran-
cisdesalescatholicchurch.org, to find out 
more about the Building Our Faith Parish 
Center Campaign.

Special Note:  We would like to thank all 
those who have made a contribution to the 
Building Our Faith campaign.  In the next 
few weeks we would like to thank you per-
sonally in the bulletin.  If you would NOT 
like your name listed, please email Diane in 
the parish office at 
d.morano@saintfrancisparish.org.

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for signing up your child for our Vacation Bible School. We are 
excited to have them here for the week!  Our summer VBS will focus on the five 
major covenants of the Old Testament and their fulfillment in the New Covenant 
of Jesus. The daily themes are:

Monday – God the Father’s Covenant with Adam
Tuesday – God the Father’s Covenant with Noah
Wednesday – God the Father’s Covenant with Abraham
Thursday – God the Father’s Covenant with Moses
Friday – God the Father’s Covenant with David

Please make note of the following: 

Please find the team colors for each grade below. When you arrive on Monday 
please look for the canopy with your child’s color this is where they will meet 
each day. Children please arrive at 8:30am on Monday and 8:45am the rest of 
the week. Pick up time is at 12:15pm at their canopy. Parents/Guardians must 
sign your child in and out each day.   

Please send a bottle of water for your child to carry throughout the morning 
labeled with his/her name on it.  

The children will travel through various stations throughout the morning, some 
inside and some outside. They should have on sunscreen and bug repellant when 
they arrive.  Please dress them in closed shoes with socks and their VBS t-shirt. 
A lot of activities will be outside so have them dress appropriately. 

Please do a thorough tick check each day after camp since a lot of time is spent 
outdoors. 

On Friday, the children will attend the Noon Mass with their teams. After Mass, 
we will have a hotdog cookout. Parents and siblings are invited to attend the 
cookout beginning around 12:30pm.  Watch for a letter being sent home with 
your child on Wednesday with more info about the day last day celebrations.  

We ask for your prayers for a successful, fun and spirit-filled week. We’ll see 
you on July 12th!

Sincerely in Christ, 
Melissa and Janice

PARISH GIVING
Did you know that St. Francis has an on-line 
giving site called Parish Giving? Just log on 
to our parish website and click on the Parish 
Giving button on the right side of the webpage.  
It will guide you through registration, and then 
you will be able to contribute your offertory 
and second collections electronically, as well 
as make Workcamp donations, Religious Ed 
tuition payments and Building Our Faith pledge 
payments.

Campaign 
Update

Jesus’ Family 
Summer 

Vacation

Kindergarten - purple team
1st Grade -  red team

2nd Grade - blue team
3rd Grade - green team
4th Grade - yellow team
5th Grade - orange team

Teeshirts are available for pickup in the RE office during office hours.


