Mother’s Day Baby

Bottle Campaign In
honor of Mother’s Day, the
Respect Life Committee will
hold their “Baby Bottle
Campaign” to support Life
Line, Inc., Loudoun County
a local pro-life ministry. The
campaign will run the dur-
ing the month of April. Please
be sure to pick up a baby bottle from the
Narthex and fill it with your loose change
and return it to church by May 16th. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated.

Blood Drive, Sunday, April 18 in the Parish Hall. Help
our second drive of 2010 build on the great drive that
our St. Francis de Sales Blood Donor Program had in
February. Join us in sharing the gift of life. Please sign
up on the list posted in the narthex or call Rachel Brill
at 540 338-6313.
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If would like acknowledgement of donation for your tax returns, please
email your request to Alicia Holz in the parish office at
a.holz@saintfrancisparish.org.

)DLWKIXO )DP-LOdH M

The Power of the Resurrection

I hear a lot from moms who’ve not only been through suffering but are
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ere’s just a sample excerpt from the heart-wrenching story of a mom

1 H W . H H thﬁler a finally become a good mom:

[ . y ab@ s@cious, such sweet, kind, loving children who are

:  ajoy to everyone who meets them. And my heart still breaks every time

: I think of years past when they needed a mommy and mommy was too
wrapped up in personal turmoil to really and truly see them and respond to
them they way they needed. How do you get past all of that? How do you
. help to heal those hurts, outside of moving forward and just plain doing
:  things differently? Is that all you can do?
: For many of us who came from shattered pasts, these words can sting.
Even if we’ve recovered, we worry about the time before God got hold of
us and wouldn’t let go.

And I can think of no better time to offer this for reflection than today.
For the last few days we have focused intensely on Jesus crucified for our
ﬁnk,lalld’ﬂyodgh E,eere have asked God to show us — no matter how
much it hurts — all the times we have made the wrong choices, all the hurt
we have caused others and all the occasions on which we have grieved Him.
: Each of us starts this journey of parenting wanting to be perfect — many
. ofus determined to be better mothers than our own. But parenting has a
way of breaking you. At last something happens that brings us face to
face with the reality of how far short we've fallen. And it seems that those
who’ve tried the hardest that have a long way to fall when God brings us to
the discovery that we’ve tried to do it on our own steam, not understanding
our dependence on Him.

: For mothers who need a fresh start, I just want to encourage you not to

: be crippled by your past. Our children at some point will have to deal with
the fact that their parents were not perfect. It will be a test by which God
will help them grow — if they let Him.

My point is that God is bigger than any mistakes you have made.

Is something troubling you today? Are you feeling remorseful, guilty or
unworthy? The celebration of Jesus's sacrifice for us — His death and Resur-
rection — is a wonderful opportunity to confess and lay these burdens at the
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KEEP LOUDOUN BEAUTIFUL
Come out on Saturday morning April

10th and participate in the annual town
wide clean up event. To sign up please
contact Hannah or Shaileen Backman at
srbackman@msn.com or at 540 338-3728.
Specify approximately how many partici-
pants you will have and we will arrange a
route for you in advance of
the event. Should your group
be unavailable on the day of
the event you can participate
on any day during the month
of April. We will happily pro-

vide instructions and sturdy
orange bags. Rain date is set
for April 17th

foot of the cross, to apologize to anyone you have hurt, and to allow the
Resurrection to shine in your own life beginning this moment.
Blessings to you all this Easter!



ADORATION / BENEDICTION
April 9th

& .

All parishioners are invited and encouraged to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament
every First Friday of the month.

O Jesus, Divine Prisoner of Love, when I consider Your love and how You emptied Yourself for me, my senses
deaden. You hide Your inconceivable majesty and lower Yourself to miserable me. O king of Glory, though You
hide Your beauty, yet the eye of my soul rends the veil. I see the angelic choirs giving You honor without cease,
and all the heavenly Powers praising You without cease, and without cease they are saying: Holy, Holy, Holy.
St. Faustina

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of silence spent before Jesus physically present
before us in the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and exposed upon the altar for all of us to visit and adore - a
time to develop that deeper, more personal relationship with Jesus.

First Friday Schedule
Sacrament of Reconciliation 10:45-11:45am
Mass 12noon Rosary 3am
Exposition/Adoration  12:30pm Reconciliation 8-8:30am
Rosary 12:45pm Benediction 8:45am
Divine Mercy 3pm Saturday Mass 9:00am

First Friday isApril 9th
A sign up sheet is located in the narthex or just stop in for a moment.

We are in great need of Regular Co-Adorers at this time. Please see the Adoration
binder in the narthex or call Amy Owen at 540-338-2376 for more details.

LOUDOUN CHORALE

An Evening of Franz Josef Haydn: The Lord Nelson Mass

The Loudoun Chorale, under the direction of William Propst, will feature Franz Josef Haydn’s "Lord Nelson Mass” as
the centerpiece of its spring concerts:

 April 24, 7:30 pm, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 711 W. Main St., Purcellville

* April 25, 4:00 pm,Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 605 W. Market St., Leesburg

Written in 1798 during the turmoil of Europe's Napoleonic wars, Hayden scholars hail the Lord Nelson Mass as "ar-
guably one of Haydn's greatest single compositions.” The Chorale will be accompanied by a chamber orchestra and
joined by soloists from Shenandoah Conservatory. Both concerts will be preceded by Haydn's "Organ Concerto in C",
performed by organist Beverly Clark, the Loudoun Chorale's accompanist.



