Sacrament of Baptism Baptisms will : /g¥¥eYeyal\ Blood Drive, Sunday, April 18 in the Parish Hall. Help
be administered only once during the months : 00| oursecond drive of 2010 build on the great drive that

! : February. Join us in sharing the gift of life. Please sign
specifically, April 18 and May 16. Please call : up on the list posted in the narthex or call Rachel Brill

of April and May. Baptisms will take place our St. Francis de Sales Blood Donor Program had in
on the third Sunday of each of those months, :
the office if you need further info. at 540 338-6313.

Mother’s Day Baby

Bottle Campaign In
honor of Mother’s Day, the
Respect Life Committee will
hold their “Baby Bottle
Campaign” to support Life
Line, Inc., Loudoun County
a local pro-life ministry. The
campaign will run the dur-
ing the month of April. Please
be sure to pick up a baby bottle from the
Narthex and fill it with your loose change
and return it to church by May 16th. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated.

628/67,7 &the WED group will take a field trip on WED,
April 21st to Wendy's Knitshop in Brunswick, MD to learn how to knit
a simple child's sweater. Everyone who attends must participate in the
project which includes the cost of the pattern, yarn, and needles if you
do not have the size needed. Contact Monica Deaver at 540-338-6057
or mojoknits@comcast.net if you would like to go. We continue to work
on cable squares for blankets to go to Haitian children and Workcamp
prayer shawls. If you like making washclothes, we can also send those
to Haiti. THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR GENEROUS DONA-
TIONS OF YARN, NEEDLES AND TIME AND TALENT.

: January - 363 Ibs
03257%$17 7$: 127’&(5 February - 836 Ibs

If would like acknowledgement of :
donation for your tax returns, please email  : MarCh = 1 O 84 lb S ! !
your request to Alicia Holz in the parish
office at a.holz@saintfrancisparish.org. : 6KDUH 6XQGD\ LV D VXFFHVYV
: 7KDQNV WR HYHU\RQH IRU \RXU
JHQHURVLW\
2XU QH[W 6KDUH 6XQGD\ LV $SULO

Adult Confirmations There will be an
adult Confirmation Mass at the Cathedral
on May 22 at 7:30pm and on Pentecost

Sunday, May 23 at 2:30pm. If you are a LENTEN JOURNEY:

high school student or adult who is baptized
Catholic, but never received the Sacrament Make a Pr ayer Sh aWIf or Wor. kcamp

of Confirmation please contact Melissa. We are 25% towards our goal (FANTASTIC)! Pray and work dur-
: ing and after Lent by knitting or crocheting a prayer shawl for the
teens to take to Workcamp this summer. We have 15 completed
shawls out of the 60 needed to send with our teens for their North
Carolina residents. They are headed to a mountainous area that is
cooler so the shawls will provide both warmth and comfort. To

SENIOR LUNCHEON Join us for
lunch and conversation at noon on Tuesday,
March 30 at 12 noon in the Parish Hall. Who :
is a senior? Whoever wants to be - no age :
minimum!

reach our goal, we need as many teens and adults as possible to
make a shawl. We provide the yarn and simple pattern. You pro-
vide the prayers, work and needles (US Size 11 or 13 long knitting
needles OR Size M crochet hook required). Patterns are available
on the bookshelf in the hallway outside the office door and free
yarn is available in a downstairs closet. Please contact Monica
Deaver at 540-338-6057 or mojoknits@comecast.net about yarn
pickup.




Faithful Families

Making Easter Real for Little Ones

by Barbara Curtis

One of the many reasons I love the Catholic Church is
because it meets us on all levels — spiritual, intellectual, emotional
and physical. As a former evangelical, I am grateful for the bells and
smells and the images that impress our faith through the senses. God
has given us so much to be grateful for in the gift of His church.

Parents can be especially grateful for the Catholic Church
is a perfect spiritual setting for children. As a Montessori teacher I
learned that the sensorial impressions children receive in the first six
years lay the foundation future knowledge. The rich tradition of the
church is something that will stay with our children forever. Our
responsibility is to help our children connect with those traditions by
reinforcing them — bringing them to life at home

Books with lots of pictures are a must for children to under-
stand Jesus’ death and Resurrection. For preschoolers, go easy on
the torturous events leading to the Crucifixion as they could be too
intense and upsetting. Concentrate on the tomb - finding it empty
holds a lot of drama for children.

But keep in mind that young children are not abstract think-
ers. As Maria Montessori recognized, they learn through doing. Here
is a three dimensional tradition that will give your children a richer
experience of the Resurrection:

Easter Diorama

Using rocks, clay or papier mache, construct a tomb and a
stone. Create a scene, as simple or elaborate as you wish, of Jesus’
burial site. Make or look through the toybox for plastic figures to
represent Jesus and the guards. Wrap Jesus in a shroud (gauze from
the medicine cabinet is perfect), place him in the tomb on Friday.
Roll the stone in front of the opening of the tomb, using appropri-
ate vocalizations to show how heavy it is. Now station the guards in
front. No one is to touch the stone, although with the children’s help,
the guards may march back and forth to stretch their legs.

On Easter morning the children should find that during the
night the stone was rolled away. The guards are lying outside the
tomb, the gauzy shroud is inside, but Jesus is gone!

Read whichever Biblical account fits your children’s ages or
attention spans - some gospels have more information than others.
Then “discover” the Jesus figure nearby. Now the words have mean-
ing: “He is risen!” “He is risen indeed!”

Great music for the week leading up to Easter: Handel’s Messiah,
which is based on the foretelling of the life of Jesus - his birth, death,
and resurrection — and composed entirely of Scripture. Read the spe-
cific scriptures at http://gthandel.org/messiahlibretto.htm

Happy Easter!

Family Community Service
Opportunity

KEEP LOUDOUN BEAUTIFUL, in
coordination with the town of Purcellville
would like to invite you and your fam-

ily, your neighbors and friends, to come
out on Saturday morning April 10th and
participate in the annual town wide clean
up event. To sign up please contact Hannah
or Shaileen Backman at srbackman@msn.
com or at 540 338-3728. Specify approxi-
mately how many participants you will
have and we will arrange a route for you in
advance of the event.
Should your group be
unavailable on the day
of the event you can
participate on any day
during the month of
April. We will happily
provide instructions
and sturdy orange
bags. Rain date is set
for April 17th

Lighthouse Catholic Media CD
of the Week:

The Significance of Holy Saturday and
Applying it to Your Life

- Fr. John Corapi, S.O.L.T.

In this stirring talk, Father John Corapi,
S.O.L.T. challenges us to participate in the
redemptive work of Christ and His call to
holiness. Learn why discouragement is the
devil’s greatest weapon, what three things
we need to live in the power of the Resur-
rection, and how Our Lady is a shortcut to
God.

“Awesome! Fr. Corapi gets to the heart of
living in times of darkness and helped me
to see the beauty of being in the tomb with
Christ.” Cindy - Houston, TX

“This CD is a must for everyone! It gave
me a fuller understanding of our share in
the cross and resurrection. Awesome!”
Carol - Portland, OR

“In contemplating Christ crucified, Fr.
Corapi describes true freedom and provides
a deeper understanding of the meaning of
FEaster!” Ben - Macon, GA

This talk and additional Lighthouse CDs
are available in the narthex. Thank you for
your continued support of this ministry!



