


Faithful Families           by Barbara Curtis

Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Contest Set for Sunday, Jan. 31
It’s that time of year again for the annual 
Knights of Columbus free throw contest 
here in the local area. The contest is spon-
sored by the local council #11136 of St. 
Francis de Sales. The contest is open to all 
boys and girls ages 10 to 14, who compete 
in their age group, for trophies (10 in all 
will be awarded). The event will be held on 
Sunday, January 31 from 12 noon to 3pm in 
the Blue Ridge Middle School gym.
Registration forms are located throughout 
the area and will be available at the event. 
A parent or guardian signature is required. 
There is no fee. For further info, call Jim 
Marsan at 540-751-2029 or email 
jim.marsan@comcast.net. 

Music Ministry News!
 Currently auditioning singers interested  in 
being part of a small schola which will serve 
at various liturgies throughout the year.  
“Cantate Domino” will concentrate on the 
music of the Renaissance and 15th-17th 
century composers i.e  Robert Byrd, Tomas 
Luis de Victoria, Palestrina and Tallis to 
name a few.   
 Singers must have good vocal tone and pitch 
for their respective voice part S.A.T.B and 
have the capability to handle a voice part 
solo. Ability to sight read music is prefer-
able. Must be able to commit to 2 rehears-
als monthly. Please contact Cindy Cum-
mins, Director of Music at (540) 338-6381 
c.cummins@saintfrancisparish.org for more 
information or to schedule an audition.

Countering a Culture of Plenty

     Even in current belt-tightening times, do you ever wonder if your chil-
dren truly understand what it means to live in poverty?  How do we counter 
the cultural blindness that comes with being too comfortable? And how do 
we waken in our children’s hearts the idea that those who look like they 
have less may sometimes have a little more?
Start Early
     Maria Montessori taught the importance of planting early impressions 
which would form the basis of future understanding. Young children under 
age 6 are not capable of abstract thinking. Words like sacrifice, courage, 
kindness have no meaning for them, but the concepts can be communicated 
through pictures and stories.
     Children aged 6 to 12, while becoming more capable of abstract think-
ing, still learn more effectively with a multi-sensory, hands-on approach. 
     So while there are plenty of books at the library to help my children 
learn about other countries (highly recommended: Material World: A 
Global Family Portrait), I’ve tried to make things more real with projects 
like creating collages – with pictures cut from old National Geographics – 
illustrating a specific activity like working or playing games, or a value like 
honoring parents or caring for brothers and sisters.  
     When everyone has their pictures, we discuss them, point out on the 
globe where the children live, then glue them to a big piece of poster board, 
adding a Bible verse which fits.
     Activities like these build a foundation in the knowledge that we’re all 
God’s children and that though we may send money to help those who have 
less materially, they may have as much or more of the things money can’t 
buy.
Snuggle-Up Lesson
     If a picture’s worth a thousand words, a movie’s worth a million. And 
because they involve more senses, they have an even greater impact on 
children.   
     Try a gem of a tale like Children of Heaven, nominated for an Academy 
Award as best foreign film of 1997. Set in Iran, it is a simple story of a boy 
who picks up his sister’s newly-repaired shoes, then misplaces them while 
running the rest of the family’s errands. Both of the children are anguished 
by the loss, as each has only one pair of shoes. They dare not tell their 
parents, who are already behind in rent and struggling to keep food on the 
table. And so they come up with a plan to share the brother’s shoes. How 
they manage, and how eventually the brother finds a way to earn another 
pair of shoes paints a portrait of selfless love, steadfastness and grace.  
     All the easier for children to absorb when the main characters are chil-
dren and the problem is child-sized. What young viewers could ever look 
inside their own closet – or at their own brothers and sisters – the same way 
again?  
     Cross-cultural activities can be a real antidote to self-centeredness and 
complacency. As Samuel 16:7 says, “Man sees the appearance but the 
LORD looks into the heart.” We benefit by reminding  ourselves and teach-
ing our children that in some important ways, we who look like we have 
everything are truly needy too.



The Giving Tree Continues in the 
New Year!  
As the needs of our neighbors persist through-
out the year, The Giving continues to help 
meet those needs. If you can help, please take 
a tag from the small tree in the Narthex for a 
local family or organization. Donations may 
be placed in the basket labeled “Giving Tree/
Catholic Charities” and gift cards left in the 
container also labeled “Giving Tree/Catholic 
Charities.”  Thank you to all the parishioners of 
St Francis for your generous donations during 
the Christmas season and for all of those who 
helped us make tags, and sort and deliver gifts.  
May the Lord bless you in this New Year! 
The Giving Tree Peace and Justice Committee 
If you have any questions, please contact Erin 
Bucci at 540-338-5402 or buccierin@comcast.
net  “Life’s most persistent and urgent question 
is,‘What are you doing for others?”  Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr

Holy Father’s Intentions - Nov. 
2009
Holy Father’s Intention 
January 2010

General: That young people may learn to 
use modern means of social communica-
tion for their personal growth and to better 
prepare themselves to serve society. 

Missionary: That every believer in Christ 
may be conscious that unity among all 
Christians is a condition for more effective 
proclamation of the Gospel. 

For 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders. Join us whether 
you know how to ski/
board or not. You can 
always have a lesson 
if you don't know how. There will be lots of 
beginners. We will leave at 7am sharp and 
return around 8:30pm. We will be going by 
bus. Call Jane 338-6381 or Janice 338-4497 
to sign-up. Must sign up by Tuesday, 
January 26.

J.A.M. 
Middle School Ski 
Trip to Whitetail
Monday, February 1st

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
UPDATE ~ Thank You!
     It was a busy Advent and Christmas 
season for Fr. Escalante, as he has worked 
tirelessly on St. Francis de Sales’ Capital 
Campaign Together with our consultant, 
Tom Sonni of Greater Mission 
Development Services, and the generous time commitment of  
Charlie Colville and many volunteers, we have exceeded the 
$1,000,000 mark with donations from 112 generous parish families! 
It has been a great joy to share with the parishioners the excitement of 
our new  education building and all the possibilities it promises!   
The campaign activities included:
•	 Development (in house) of campaign materials	
•	 Father’s visits to parishioners
•	 Project unveiling to the parish
•	 Meeting and training Visitors
•	 Four “Gatherings” hosted by parishioners in an effort to 		
	 “bring the project to the people”
     All of the campaign materials were created in-house, saving a lot 
of professional fees! Janice Rees was instrumental in development 
of the campaign brochure, letterhead, posters and more, (great job, 
Janice!)  Joe Curto and Kevin Jones worked aggressively to produce 
one of the best campaign videos we have seen. It is a terrific capsule 
of parish life here at St. Francis.  
     Parish secretary, Sue Khalil worked hard in making appointments 
for Fr. Escalante, and there are so many families still to visit. If you 
would like to meet with Father about your campaign contribution, 
please give Sue a call.  Father made close to ten visits a week!
Charlie Colville and Tom Sonni trained over 40 volunteers to call on 
parish families, show them the video and familiarize them with the 
project. Special thanks to all those visitors who sacrificed countless 
hours to reach out to their  brothers and sisters in the parish. Every 
visit is bringing us closer to our goal to break ground.
     The Gatherings were quite interesting. A new approach in 
parish giving, the gatherings offered a warm, welcoming setting with 
friends and neighbors who came together to hear Father Escalante 
explain the need the for the new education complex and show 
architectural renderings. Everyone enjoyed  these events, especially 
Father! Special thanks to Julianna McDowell, Dave and Lisa Doseff, 
and Dave and Jamie Dittmeier for opening their homes for these 
events. The most recent event was hosted by Melissa Gobs, Religious 
Ed, at the Carver Center. 
     Our pledge drive is still going on and will continue until we have 
accumulated the funds needed to break ground on the new building.  
We estimate the figure we need to hit is $2.5 million dollars. Right 
now, we are close to $1 million. We will be taking a short break for 
the season of Lent, but will continue an active campaign in April 
2010.  So, if you receive a call from Sue, Charlie or Father Escalante 
in the coming months, be sure to meet and make your pledge as you 
are invited to be a part of this wonderful project.


