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New Year, New Bible Study…
Tuesdays, 10am –noon, 
beginning January 19
Join us as we explore the book of Exodus 
with Dr. Tim Gray. The Exodus can be 
viewed as the defining moment in Israel’s 
history, for it was then that God called 
Israel out of slavery in Egypt and to a life 
of freedom as His people. Exodus: Called 
to Freedom looks through the lens of Christ 
and the Church to show that, more than just 
seeking to free His people from the domi-
nation of Pharaoh, God desired to free His 
people from the far more sinister tyranny of 
sin, so they could live the authentic freedom 
that belongs to children of God. Because 
of this, the Exodus story is not just Israel’s 
story, it is our story as well; it tells us who 
God is and what He calls us to be. Materi-
als cost is $23 and may be shared by family 
members. So that all who wish may partici-
pate, scholarships are available. To register, 
call Jean Fenwick at 338-2884, Deborah 
Kellner at 822-4736, or Lisa Doseff at (540) 
822-3026.
All are also welcome to join us on Tuesday 
evenings from 7-9 pm for Acts, the Spread 
of the Kingdom as we continue our study 
begun this fall. If you’d like to participate, 
please contact Dave and Lisa Doseff at (540) 
822-3026 for more information.

American Idol – Great Family TV 

     In case you’ve been tuning out American Idol, it’s never too late to start 
tuning in to what has become the best family show on TV, now in its ninth 
season.
     American Idol is the kind of thing that would once have brought out the 
countercultural cynic in me, thinking somehow the winner would be too 
plastic or cheesy for words.  
     Thank goodness at some point I became more open-minded person!  
Because it just so happened that I sat down with my kids eight seasons ago 
and we’ve been hooked ever since.
     Today American Idol is undoubtedly the top series show in the country 
– ranking only after the Super Bowl and the Academy Awards for audience 
size.  In 2006 AI even outdrew the Olympics.  
     What’s fueling this phenomenon?  
     First of all, it’s a show that draws families together, as touted in Variety 
2/26/06:

	 In a media environment focused on the individual, where 
	 families watch different shows on different TVs in different 
	 rooms, “Idol” is a throwback, one of a dwindling number 
	 of hit shows that families actually watch together. In this 
	 fractionalized TV universe, it’s also one of the few shows 
	 that still deserves the “water cooler” label.

     Each season, the show begins with riveting footage of thousands of 
wannabe stars auditioning.  Some are superb from the get go; some are just 
plain delusional.  It’s fun – though sometimes admittedly painful – TV.
     Then 200 or so of the best head to Hollywood for a grueling three days 
to see how they handle pressure, teamwork, and little sleep – the bright 
lights and big city.
     Finally, the competition of the best and brightest truly begins – starting 
with 24, then 12 and then on through the spring with one contestant being 
eliminated each week. 
     What amazes me is how American Idol continues to be fresh and new 
each year.  They manage to tweak just the right amount to keep the show 
familiar yet always exciting.  But what really has kept AI from becoming 
boring and predictable is that the singers are real, not studio fantasies of 
sexy underdressed girls and obscenity-spouting guys.  
      And while the first two shows produced winners who were okay, but 
lacked what the judges now call “The It Factor,” the shows since have 
boasted many more unusual vocalists whom the judges encourage to stick 
with their unique style rather than become homogenized in the process.
     Which is how Carrie Underwood, a sweet Oklahoma farm girl whose 
first release was “Jesus, Take the Wheel,” has become one of America’s 
most successful singers.  And how last year’s winner Kris Allen was an 
unassuming newly-wed church music director from Arkansas. 
      The great thing about watching American Idol as a family is that it’s 
chock full of lessons in character-building as you see how humility and 
teachability become the factors that ultimately bring success.  And how 
when America is left to choose, they choose wholesomeness and authentic-
ity.  A positive note in today’s society.
     American Idol begins January 12 8-10 with the first round of auditions 
held in Boston last summer.  
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Holy Father’s Intentions - Nov. 2009Holy Father’s Intention - January 2010
General: That young people may learn to use 
modern means of social communication for their 
personal growth and to better prepare themselves to 
serve society. 

Missionary: That every believer in Christ may be 
conscious that unity among all Christians is a condition 
for more effective proclamation of the Gospel. 

Today is Share Sunday, a new way 
of collecting food for the hungry 
in our area. On the 2nd Sunday of 
each month, a van or truck will be 
in the parking lot during all mass 
times for food collection. The food 
will then be delivered to Catholic 
Charities in Leesburg, and the 

new food closet in Purcellville, Tree Of Life, and Interfaith 
Relief. 
     Vehicles are parked at the church for the 5pm mass, the 
Sunday morning masses, and the 6pm Mass. The driver of 
the vehicle will then deliver the food to the above men-
tioned food distributors the following business day.      
     WE STILL NEED VEHICLES! If you have a truck or 
large vehicle and would like to be a food collector please 
call the church office or email j.rees@saintfrancisparish.
org. You will probably only have to do this a couple of 
times a year if we get enough volunteers. Thank you!

For 6th, 7th and 8th graders
Join us whether you know how to ski/board or 
not. You can always have a lesson if you don't 

know how. There will be lots of beginners. 
We will leave at 7am sharp and return around 
8:30pm. We will be going by bus. Look for 

flyers that will be sent home from Religious Ed.  

J.A.M. Middle 
School Ski Trip to 

Whitetail
 

Monday, February 1st
(teacher workday)

Father Gerard and Father Cesar
Goodbye and God Bless!

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Shooting 
Contest Set for January 18
 The Knights of Columbus will hold their annual Free 
Throw Shooting Contest for boys and girls ages 10-14 at 
St. Joseph School Gym in Herndon on January 18.
The gym will be open for warm ups starting at 3 p.m. and 
competition will begin at approximately 4 p.m. There is 
no fee to enter, just the desire to be the best free throw 
shooter in Northern Virginia! Please note: Those who 
want to compete must be present by 4.
St. Joseph’s is located at 750 Peachtree Street, Herndon, 

PRIME TIME SINGLE CATHOLICS 
PTSC is open to single Catholics, over age 40, 
who are single, divorced with an annulment or a 
widow. For more infomation about PTCS, pelase 
contact Joan Donahue at 730-866-5936.


