
�7�(�(�1���)�$�,�7�+���1�(�:�6
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497�����R�U����m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 

�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q

Jane Treado Youth Director
540-338-6381 or Janedhs78@aol.com

�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���(�G���&�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U
Sun., Dec. 6	 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
		  Bible Study - During Session One RE
		  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Dec. 7	 Grades 1, 8, RCIC  -  4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Dec. 8	 Grades K, 2, 5  & 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
		  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Dec. 9	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Dec. 13	 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
		  Bible Study - During Session One RE
		  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Dec. 14	 Grades 1, 8, RCIC  -  4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Dec. 15	 Grades K, 2, 5  & 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
		  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Dec. 16	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis
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This mandatory meeting is designed for both 7th grade 
Confirmation candidates and their parents. A parent from 
each family should accompany their child to this meeting.  
Our presentation will focus on the meaning of Confirma-
tion as well as provide an important outline of Confirma-
tion Preparation and requirements at Saint Francis de 
Sales. The schedule for the meeting is as follows:
�6�X�Q�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������ - Session 1 (8:45-10:05am) in the 
LVHS auditorium
�6�X�Q�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������ - Session 2 (10:30-11:50) in the 
LVHS auditorium
�:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������ - Tuesday Class (and any 
who missed the Sunday meetings) at 7:30pm in the 
Parish Hall

Ornaments for the Christmas Tree 
Children  are invited to make ornaments for the Christ-
mas Tree that we will be in the Church this Christmas. 
We would like ornaments in the shape of either angels or 
stars. Any color is fine. Please make your ornaments at 
least 6 inches or larger. All completed ornaments should 
be turned into the parish office by Sunday, December 20. 

December 
Service 

Project for 
7th and 8th 

Graders

Next �6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������ we will go to Arlington 
National Cemetery to place wreaths on the headstones 
of fallen heroes. 

We will leave the St. Francis de Sales parking lot 7:30 
Saturday morning, and return around 1pm.Please rsvp to 
Janice at j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org or call 540-338-
4497 by Wednesday, December 9. 
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�����Z�H���Q�H�H�G���G�U�L�Y�H�U�V��������

Admission: 5 handwritten Christmas cards that will be 
mailed to parishioners serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sun-
day.  Teens are welcome to sit in 
the front left 3 rows of church.
 

Youth Night - Sunday, Dec.6th 7:15 - 9pm.  
 
Workcamp Fundraiser Scarf and Bake Sale  - Sunday, 
Dec. 12th and 13th after all masses.  Workcampers: 
If you choose not to knit a scarf, you will need to bake 
something for the bake sale. Sign up now.

The teens would like to thank the Soulstitch group for tak-
ing the time to teach us how to knit.  We had a wonderful 
time and learned a great new skill.  
 
Loudoun Homeless Shelter - We will be making food on 
December 7th and bringing it to the shelter on December 
8th.  Please let me know if you want to help with this. 
High School Students only please. 
 
Holiday Coalition - Sign up now to help at the Holiday Coali-
tion on Thursday, Dec.17th 3pm-8pm.  I can pick you up at 
school.  8 spots open for High School Students only please.

Thank you for your submissions for the Poster and 
Essay Contest. We are reading each essay and enjoy-
ing the posters and will announce winners in January.



In time for Christmas! Father 
Kelly’s book will be available 
after all Masses on Saturday 
and Sunday, December 12 and 
13. Bring cash, bring your 
checkbook. This book is a 
great daily devotion, it will 
keep you on a spiritual track. 
Cost of the book is only $15, 
all proceeds will go the the 
Building Our Faith Capital 
Campaign. 

FATHER’S 
CORNER

Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Blood Drive
Volunteer Appreciation 
Blood Drive next Sun-
day, December 13. Strive 
for Five hundred gallons. 

Help us meet our goal. Please sign up in the 
Narthex or check out our web page at 
www.stfrancisdesalescatholichurch.org/
blooddrive.html. St. Francis Council 
dedicates this drive to all volunteers who 
have made this milestone possible. We also 
invite all donors come down and cheer on 
the drive. All who want to share their 
experiences with the gift of life are 
encouraged to join us as well. Thank you 
for all your support.

Christmas in public schools? Yes, We Can!

     Seven Christmases ago, Sophia’s art teacher gave this assignment: Make 
holiday posters. She also made it clear: No religion allowed.
     I guess it wouldn’t be Christmas without the fear of a lawsuit, would it?  
     But this skittishness about religious expression in schools is unfounded.  
And while I have no fear that Christianity will survive whether censored out 
of public schools or not, that’s not the issue.
     The issue is the First Amendment. Are schools supposed to support 
freedom from religion or freedom of religion? 
     There’s a big difference. 
     For those of faith this month marks a holy season. Some parents have 
worked hard to raise children whose faith is a vital, integral part of who they 
are as individuals – not just a label or a rote activity. If we have succeeded, 
teachers should not be surprised that what bubbles up creatively from their 
students reflects their faith rather than glittering generalities or superficial, 
materialistic aspects of the season.  
This is a good thing – kids with convictions. And I promise not to be 
offended by some child’s Menorah, if they promise not to be offended by my 
child’s Manger.
 But we don’t need to hash these things out on a case-by-case basis. The 
answers are already in place. Some years ago, President Clinton, concerned 
that some educators and community members had incorrectly assumed that 
schools must be religious-free zones, asked U.S. Secretary of Education Rich-
ard Riley to issue guidelines. The result is a remarkably concise, clear and 
sensible document titled Religious Expression in Public Schools: a Statement 
of Principles [link: www.ed.gov/Speeches/08-1995/religion.html].  
     The guidelines affirm that while teachers may not encourage or join in 
students’ religious activity, the school’s official religious neutrality requires 
that: “Teachers and administrators are also prohibited from discouraging 
activity because of its religious content, and from soliciting or encouraging 
antireligious activity.” 
     As for Christmas carols, not only have courts ruled consistently that they 
may be sung in public school programs, but teachers who neglect religious-
themed music limit themselves and their students not only quantitatively, but 
qualitatively. Carols, spiritual anthems and choruses are among the most 
beautiful pieces of music ever written.
     Challenges to free expression at Christmas remind us that we need to stay 
informed and involved year-round. Don’t wait until something goes wrong to 
complain. Build relationships with principals and teachers. Know the law and 
be prepared to share it. And learn as much as you can about the relationship 
between Christianity and the arts so you can discuss the importance of our 
cultural history in a winsome way.
     I’m know one high school teacher whose penchant for medieval music 
guaranteed a Winter Program filled with sacred music. His reaction to one 
complaint: “When they write other music that’s any good, I’ll use it. My job 
is to teach music. Period.”
     Whether this teacher is a believer or not, Christian parents can learn from 
him. We need to stop thinking defensively and start taking back any ground 
that has been lost through intimidation and fear in public schools.  
     The fact is that taking Christ out of Christmas doesn’t hurt Christianity – 
after all Jesus said that even if his disciples were silenced, the rocks would cry 
out (Luke 19:40). But the historical interconnectedness of faith, inspiration 
and artistic expression means that any anti-religion attacks on music, art or 
literature in the public schools must be resisted – for the good of all students.  
     Which is exactly why the law is on our side – and why we need to 
defend it.

Faithful Families           by Barbara Curtis

Resources for Faithful Families:
Catholic League’s Religious Expression 
Guidelines
www.catholicleague.org/research/
religious_expression_christmas.htm
Thomas More Law Center: www.Thomas-
More.org



Saturday and Sunday, 
December 12 and 13 

after all Masses.
Also being offered are over 
60 hand-knitted scarves, 

many created by 
Workcampers. 

They make great gifts!
This sale benefits Workcamp.

Women of Faith 2010
August 27-28 at the Verizon Center; 4 STAR historical 
hotel accomodations at the Churchill Hotel - Group size 
26/Available tickets - 21
2 Day event tickets - $89 (includes $10 group discount 
plus 2 box lunches; Hotel and Parking - $56 plux taxes, 
2 women per room, 6-7 per (4) vehicles; Added expenses 
- 2 breakfast, 1 dinner, Metro fare, and gas money for 
drivers. WORTH EVERY PENNY!
Contact Cheryl Weaver at 540-751-0823 (h), or 
730-906-5244 (c) or cherylynnie@yahoo.com
Reserve your tickets today! 

New Year, New Bible Study…
Tuesdays, 10am –noon, beginning January 19, 
2010
Join us as we explore the book of Exodus with Dr. Tim 
Gray.  The Exodus can be viewed as the defining moment 
in Israel’s history, for it was then that God called Israel out 
of slavery in Egypt and to a life of freedom as His people. 
Exodus: Called to Freedom looks through the lens of 
Christ and the Church to show that, more than just seek-
ing to free His people from the domination of Pharaoh, 
God desired to free His people from the far more sinister 
tyranny of sin, so they could live the authentic freedom 
that belongs to children of God. Because of this, the Exo-
dus story is not just Israel’s story, it is our story as well; it 
tells us who God is and what He calls us to be.  Materials 
cost is $23 and may be shared by family members. So that 
all who wish may participate, scholarships are available.  
For more information and to register, call Jean Fenwick at 
338-2884, Deborah Kellner at 822-4736, or Lisa Doseff at 
(540) 822-3026.

All are also welcome to join us on Tuesday evenings from 
7-9 pm for Acts, the Spread of the Kingdom as we con-
tinue our study begun this fall. If you’d like to participate, 
please contact Dave and Lisa Doseff at (540) 822-3026 
for more information.

SoulStitch
The Sunday group will meet on Sunday, December 6th 
from 1:30-3:30 pm in St. Francis Hall to help WORK-
CAMP Knitters finish and tag their scarves for the 
WORKCAMP BAKE & SCARF SALE to be held after 
all masses DEC 12 & 13th.  More than 60 handknit items 
from Soulstitchers and teens will be available as special 
Christmas gifts.
 
The Wednesday group will meet on Wednesday, De-
cember16th from 9:30-11:30 am at Monica Deaver’s 
house for brunch. Contact Monica Deaver at mojoknits@
comcast.net or 540-338-6057 for details. Eggs & coffee 
provided. Soulstitchers are asked to bring a side item to 
eat and ideas/patterns for 2010.

Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 6 @ 7:30pm
Come share in the wonder and awe of this Advent season 
in the Kings College tradition of music and scriptural 
readings anticipating the Nativity of our Lord. Led by the 
Bishop of Loverde, the Service of Lessons and Carols 
is filled with candles and carols, and features clergy, lay 
readers, the Cathedral Choir, Youth Choir, and Handbell 
Ensemble. Dr. Larry Young, will serve as guest organist. 
Join us in celebtrating the joy and peace of this 
wonderful season in the beauty of the Cathedral of Saint 
Thomas More. Free admission and parking.

Prime Time Single Catholics of No. Va.   
PTSC is open to Single Catholics, over age 40, who are 
single, divorced with an annulment, or a widow. Events 
planned for December include:
Roving Restauranteers - Sunday, December 13
Dinner Dance - Sunday, December 20
Christmas Day Dinner in Leesburg
Pageant of Peace/National Christmas Tree - Sunday, 
     Dec. 27
New Year’s Eve Party
New Year’s Day Potluck
For more info about PTSC, please contact Membership 
Chair John Caldwell, at 703-569-5094 or Co-Chair Joan 
Donohue at 703-866-5936.

The Knights of Columbus of our 
parish are sponsoring a 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
on Sunday, December 6.The cost 
is a freewill offering and all 
proceeds go to help local 
charities. The Breakfast includes 
Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, 
Sausage, Orange Juice and 
Coffee. Breakfast is served after 
the 7am, 8:30am and 10:30am 
masses. All are invited.


