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Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Nov. 29	 NO CLASS
Mon., Nov. 30	 Grades 1, 8, RCIC  -  4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Dec. 1	 Grades K, 2, 5  & 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
		  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Dec. 2	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Dec. 6	 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
		  Bible Study - During Session One RE
		  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Dec. 7	 Grades 1, 8, RCIC  -  4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Dec. 8	 Grades K, 2, 5  & 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
		  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Dec. 9	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

7th Grade Confirmation Meeting
For Parents and 7th Grade Students
This mandatory meeting is designed for both 7th grade 
Confirmation candidates and their parents.  A parent from 
each family should accompany their child to this meeting.  
Our presentation will focus on the meaning of 
Confirmation as well as provide an important outline of 
Confirmation Preparation and requirements at Saint 
Francis de Sales. The schedule for the meeting is as 
follows:

Sunday, December 13 - Session 1 (8:45-10:05am) in the 
LVHS auditorium

Sunday, December 13 - Session 2 (10:30-11:50) in the 
LVHS auditorium

Wednesday, December 16 - Tuesday Class (and any 
who missed the Sunday meetings) at 7:30pm in the 
Parish Hall

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sun-
day.  Teens are welcome to sit in 
the front left 3 rows of church.
 

No Youth Night - Nov. 29th due to Thanksgiving holiday.
 
Coming Soon:  Workcamp Fundraiser Scarf and Bake 
Sale  - Sunday, Dec. 12th and 13th after all masses.  
Workcampers:  If you choose not to knit a scarf, you will 
need to bake something for the bake sale.  Sign up now.
The teens would like to thank the Soulstitch group for 
taking the time to teach us how to knit.  We had a won-
derful time and learned a great new skill.  
 
Loudoun Homeless Shelter - We will be making food on 
Dec. 7th and bringing it to the shelter on Dec. 8th.  Please 
let me know if you want to help with this.  High School Stu-
dents only please. 
 
Holiday Coalition - Sign up now to help at the Holiday Coali-
tion on the week Dec. 14th - 17th.  High School Students only 
please.

The late night vigil at the Teen Retreat

Ornaments for the Christmas Tree 
The children of the parish are invited to make ornaments 
for the Christmas Tree that we will be in the Church this 
Christmas. We would like ornaments in the shape of 
either angels or stars. Any color is fine. Please make your 
ornaments at least 6 inches or larger. 
All completed ornaments should be turned into the parish 
office by Sunday, December 20. 

Please visit www.stfrancisdesalescatholichurch.
org/religiousedcalendar for all class schedules, 
sacrament meetings, and upcoming events for 
the Religious Education program.

Vocation Discernment Retreat Young women 
from 18-30 years old are welcome to a “Come and See” 
discernment weekend with the Daughters of St. Paul in 
Alexandria, Va from December 18-20. Please call Sr. 
Margaret Michael or Sr. Christine for more information at 
703-549-3806 or email srmichaelfsp@aol.com. 



In time for Christmas! Father 
Kelly’s book will be available 
after all Masses on Saturday 
and Sunday, December 5 and 
6, and December 12 and 13. 
Bring cash, bring your 
checkbook. This wonderful, 
inspiring book is only $15. 

FATHER’S 
CORNER

December 13  in the Parish Hall. Our final drive 
for 2009 will mark the 500 gallon milestone for 
our St. Francis de Sales Blood Program. Join us 
in this remarkable milestone. Please sign up on 
the list posted in the narthex or call Rachel Brill 
at 540-338-6313. 

Volunteer Appreciation Blood Drive

SoulStitch
The Sunday group will meet on Sunday, December 6th from 1:30-3:30 
pm in St. Francis Hall to help WORKCAMP Knitters finish and tag 
their scarves for the WORKCAMP BAKE & SCARF SALE to be held 
after all masses DEC 12 & 13th.  More than 60 handknit items from 
Soulstitchers and teens will be available as special Christmas gifts.
 
The Wednesday group will meet on Wednesday, December16th from 
9:30-11:30 am at Monica Deaver's house for brunch.  Contact Monica 
Deaver at mojoknits@comcast.net or 540-338-6057 for details. Eggs & 
coffee provided. Soulstitchers are asked to bring a side item to eat and 
ideas/patterns for 2010.

Our Annual Christmas Giving Tree is Here!   
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree and return the 
NEW, UNWRAPPED item with tag attached under 
the tree. Gift cards can be placed in the basket on the 
tree.  We will deliver the gifts to the Community 
Holiday Coalition, Birthright, Heritage Hall Nursing 
Home and needy families within our parish and 
community. Please bring gifts for the Community 
Holiday Coalition no later than December 13. 
All other items need to be returned by December 
20 unless otherwise noted on the tag. The 
Community of St. Francis de Sales has 
always been generous to our needy neighbors 
and we hope we can count on you again this 
year, as even more families struggle during 
these economically challenging times. The 
Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree 
Social Justice Committee. 

It’s fun to volunteer with the Christmas Giving Tree program! Please 
contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or 
Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me”
Matthew 25:40”.  Thank you and God Bless!!

RIDE NEEDED A resident at the Woodland Assisted Living 
Home in Lovettsville desires to attend church at St. Francis de Sales. 
If you are interested in providing a ride to church, please contact Sue 
Khalil in the parish office 540-338-6381 to find out details.

Celebrating Advent in the 
Domestic Church
As we begin the new liturgical year and a 
time of spiritual preparation for the coming 
of Christ during the Advent season there 
are many traditions that our families can 
participate in to enrich our celebration of 
the season. Below is a short explanation 
of the Advent Wreath and a prayer to say 
when lighting the first candle.
 

ADVENT WREATH
Most popular of the Advent customs hand-
ed down to us is the Advent wreath made 
of evergreens, bound to a circle of wire. 
German in origin—it was taken, so we are 
told, from the pagan fire wheel—the wreath 
represents the cycle of thousands of years 
from Adam to Christ during which the 
world awaited the coming of a Redeemer. It 
also represents the cycle of years since then 
that we have been awaiting His second and 
final coming in glory. It bears four candles, 
equally spaced, three purple ones to be 
lighted on the “penitential” Sundays, and 
a rose-colored one for Gaudete, the joyful 
Sunday in Advent. 

PRAYER FOR 1st WEEK OF ADVENT
Let us pray. 
Stir up your might we beg you Lord, and 
come, so that we may escape through your 
protection and be saved by your help from 
the dangers that threaten us because of our 
sins. Who lives and reigns forever and ever. 
Amen 



The Sacrament of Humility
From the Baltimore Catechism we learn Q339: “Jesus Christ was always God, as He is the second 
person of the Blessed Trinity, equal to His Father from all eternity.” We believe Jesus is one Divine 
Person with two natures: He is true God and true Man. That is why He is called the “God-Man”. 
From Father John Hardon’s pamphlet on ‘Devotion to the Real Presence’ He writes”…the Real 

Presence refers to that reality which constitutes the Living Christ. And just as truly as Christ was really 
present in the fullness of His human and divine natures only within the limits of that Child whom Mary 

loved at Bethlehem (outside of the Child that lay in the straw at Bethlehem God was surely present 
but Christ was not present as the God-Man). He was not present as God and Man in the air that He 
breathed. He was not present as the God-Man in Mary or Joseph. He was present only and uniquely 

in that Man Who was born on Christmas day. The Eucharist began in the womb of Mary. 
St. Augustine’s phrase “the flesh of Jesus is the flesh of Mary”, is beautiful. It means that when we 

believe in the Real Presence we believe that having risen from the dead and ascended at the right hand 
of His heavenly Father, Christ did not leave the earth. The real difference between anyone else and a 

Catholic is that a Catholic believes that Christ is present in heaven and on earth. 
The expression ‘and on earth’ is our faith in the Real Presence. The discovery of the full reality of the 

Real Presence I consider one of the greatest graces in spiritual life.”
Set aside some time as we prepare for the Holy Feast of the birth of the God-Man, Jesus.  

Spend time with the “God-Man”, in Adoration.

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of silence spent before Jesus physically 
present before us in the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and exposed upon the altar for all of us to 
visit and adore (a time to develop that deeper, more personal relationship with Jesus).  		
	

First Friday Schedule
Sacrament of Reconciliation 10:45-11:45am

	 First Friday Mass	 12:00pm 			   Spanish Holy Hour	 7:00pm
	 Exposition/Adoration	12:30pm 			   Teen Holy Hour	 10:00pm	
	 Rosary & Holy	 12:45pm 			   Rosary			  3:00am		
	    Hour of Reparation 					    Reconciliation		 8-8:30am	
	 Divine Mercy 		 3:00pm 			   Benediction		  8:45am
	 Religious Ed 		  6:00pm			   Saturday Mass		 9:00am		
						    

First Friday is December 4th

A sign up sheet is located in the narthex or just stop in for a moment.
We are in great need of Regular Co-Adorers at this time. Please see the Adoration 

binder in the narthex or call Ed Regan at 540-338-7570 for more details.

ADORATION / BENEDICTION
December 4th

All parishioners are invited and encouraged to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration 
before the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday of the month.


