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Religious Education
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Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Nov. 1	 No Class
Mon., Nov. 2	 No Class
Tue., Nov. 3	 No Class
Wed., Nov. 4	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Nov. 8	 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
		  Bible Study - During Session One RE
		  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Nov. 9	 Grades 1, 8, RCIC  -  4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Nov. 10	 Grades K, 2, 5  & 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
		  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Nov. 11	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis
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Faithful Families
Classic Movies Your Family 
Will Love
By Barbara Curtis

SHARE FATHER’S 
CORNER THIS 
CHRISTMAS! 
Father Kelly’s book will be available 
after all Masses on Saturday and Sunday, 
November 7 and 8. Bring cash, bring your 
checkbook. This wonderful, inspiring book 
is only $15.

Clothing Drive Ends Next 
Weekend The Girl Scout Troop 790 
annual clothing drive runs for only a few 
more weeks. The Girl Scouts will accept 
any usable clothing, including coats, hats, 
gloves, boots, etc. They cannot accept toys, 
books, bedding, towels, furniture, etc. All 
clothes will be delivered to the Church of 
the Assumption in Keyser, WV for distri-
bution. Please bring all clothes down to 
the parish hall, do not leave them in the 
Narthex. Thank you!

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC 
MEDIA  Please stop by the Lighthouse 
CD display in the narthex.  We are cur-
rently offering new talks like Prof. Michael 
Barber’s Year for Priests and Dr. Scott 
Hahn’s God’s Family and Ours: the Church 
and the Trinity.  Also featured are returning 
favorites from popular speakers Matthew 
Kelly and Fr. Larry Richards. Thank you 
for your continued support of this ministry!

Thank You Knights A big thank you 
to the Knights of  Columbus for provid-
ing and serving donuts after all masses on 
October 17 & 18. As usual, our Knights are 
quick to respond and more than generous 
with their time.

Christmas Cards for Sale  The 
Knights of Columbus will be running their 
Keep Christ in Christmas program again 
this year by selling religious cards after 
each Mass in November, beginning next 
weekend. All profits are donated to St. 
Francis de Sales. By supporting this pro-
gram, you help Keep Christ in Christmas 
and help the parish as well.

     If your family’s never gotten into old black and white movies, it’s never 
too late. You’ll appreciate not having to hit the remote for those embarrass-
ing moments watching with your kids.

    We brought our kids up on a steady diet of good stuff so there wouldn’t 
be much room left for the bad. Check the library or Netflix for these Curtis 
favorites:  

Captains Courageous (1937), Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barrymore, Mickey 
Rooney
     This loving adaptation of Rudyard Kipling's tale won five Academy 
Awards. A spoiled rich boy, accustomed to bribing and boasting his way 
through life, is swept away from an ocean liner and rescued by humble, 
no-nonsense fishermen. In close quarters, he learns the meaning of hard 
work and friendship.
     He also learns of the Savior and the Apostles, whom Jesus helped to 
catch more fish. Of Jesus' other miracles, Manuel (Spencer Tracy) says, 
"I think the Savior, He the best fisherman. He make more bread, He make 
more fish, He make more wine."
     For fathers who have gone astray, the movie ends with a message of 
redeeming time with a son. Closing hymn: "Rock of Ages."

David Copperfield (1935), Freddie Bartholomew, W. C. Fields, Basil 
Rathbone
     This fine translation of Dickens to film is filled with a multitude of fas-
cinating characters –  representing all social strata as well as all shades of 
human character. We follow David through trials and blessings, and love 
him as he prays to God with humble sweetness and trust. An unforgettable 
tale of triumph -- gentle kindness over all adversity. 

Sergeant York (1941), Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan
     This is the true story of Alvin C. York, a plain and poor mountain boy, 
who became the most renowned hero of World War I. From the opening 
strains of "When the Roll is Called Up Yonder" and the preacher's story of 
the lost sheep, the emphasis is on salvation. Resisting all efforts of his lov-
ing mother to bring him to the Lord, York chooses foolishness and sin. He 
says, "You can't go out looking for religion; it'll come to you." His pastor 
agrees, "Yes, it'll come in a flash when you least expect it."
     York's flash comes as he is on his way to kill those who have wronged 
him.  In a Damascus Road experience, complete with thunder and light-
ning, he meets the Lord.  Asking for forgiveness for himself, he finds 
forgiveness for others as well.
     As events unfold we see how those with new life make small and large 
decisions, and how God honors righteous living. As York says of his Fa-
ther's generosity, "The Lord sure do move in mysterious ways."

     I agree. The Lord has moved in mysterious ways through some movie 
makers to reflect His goodness and His grace. 

      This is just a handful of cinematic gems. Let me know if they’re 
helpful and I will share more in the future.



POP Fund Giving Exceeds $200,000!
The generosity of St. Francis de Sales parishioners reached a 
new level recently when total POP Fund donations from the 
parish exceeded the $200,000 level. Since 2001, St. Francis 
de Sales has set aside five percent of the weekly offertory 
collection in a Preferential Option for the Poor Fund, to 
be used to support good works that lessen the hardships of 
the poor.  More than 100 organizations have now received 
gifts from this fund. The POP Fund Committee, aware of 
the pressing economic and health-related needs in our local 
community, approved $25,000 in gifts for fifteen 
organizations at its October meeting, with virtually all the 
funds going to local organizations. 
• $3000 to the Good Shepherd Alliance, which operates 
several transitional housing facilities in Loudoun County, 
nominated by Michele Cohoon and Terry Nelis
• $3000 to Birthright, requested by Jane Marinich
• $3000 to Lifeline, nominated by Bill Atwill
• $3000 to the Carver Center for the Breast Cancer Fund, 
requested by Nancy Grish 
• $1500 to Loudoun Interfaith Relief, thanks to Terry Nelis
• $1500 to Catholic Charities, recommended by the POP 
Committee
• $1500 to Loudoun Transitional Housing for the purchase 
of kitchen equipment and baby monitors, thanks to Monica 
Deaver
• $1500 for Catholic Relief Services to address recent 
disasters such as flooding in the Philippines
• $1000 for All Ages Read, a reading program for at-risk 
children, nominated by Sandy Lund
• $1000 to St. Joseph Indian School in South Dakota, 
requested by Maria Winters
• $1000 to Kiva, via Loudoun Valley High School, for mi-
croloans to budding entrepreneurs in developing countries
The organization was nominated by Molly Robinson.
• $1000 to the Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter; $1000 to 
the Loudoun Free Clinic; and $1000 for Loudoun Commu-
nity Health Center –all nominated by Lois D’Elia
• $1000 for the Guadalupe Free Clinic in Virginia Beach.  
Father Escalante is familiar with the founder.
Thank you, parishioners, for your generosity!

VOTER EDUCATION RESOURCES

On November 3, Virginia voters will make their choices 
for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
and House of Delegates seats. As Catholics, our baptismal 
responsibility to love God and neighbor includes partici-
pation in the political process in light of Gospel values 
and the Church’s moral and social teaching.

To assist parishioners in the Dioceses of Arlington and 
Richmond as they gather information and form their con-
sciences before voting, the Virginia Catholic 
Conference’s website (www.vacatholic.org) contains a 
comprehensive “Pre-Election Resources” section. Links 
in this section include a five-part series on Catholic social 
teaching and current state issues (Faithful Citizenship in 
Virginia: Issues for the 2009 Elections); responses to a 
questionnaire sent to all candidates for statewide office 
and for contested House of Delegates seats; and a 
pre-election letter issued by Bishops DiLorenzo and 
Loverde (Participating Faithfully in the Political Process: 
A Letter from the Catholic Bishops of Virginia to the 
Faithful of Their Dioceses).

Please visit www.vacatholic.org to review and reflect 
prayerfully on these materials before voting in the 
November 3 elections. This website also includes a 
sign-up feature enabling you to receive 
advocacy alerts from the Virginia 
Catholic Conference when 
legislation is considered. Please join!

"In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a 
virtue,
and participation in political life is a moral obligation.
This obligation is rooted in our baptismal commitment
to follow Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we 
do.”

- Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship
 U.S. Catholic Bishops (November 2007)

TRAINING FOR KITCHEN USERS
Wednesday, November 4, 7:30pm 

Training will be provided on proper sanitation proce-
dures, operation of stove and dishwasher, food storage                   
requirements, and standards for cleanup following use of 
the kitchen will be covered. Individuals, groups, and 
ministries that use the kitchen should attend.

Family Service Opportunity
The Purcellville Community will be serving their 6th An-
nual traditional Thanksgiving Day Dinner at 
Bethany Church in Purcellville on Thanksgiving Day 
from 11:30am-2:30pm. Supported by Bethany and other 
local churches, they will serve - free of charge - anyone 
in our community who wishes to come together around 
God’s harvest table.
If your family would like to help, please contact Bethany 
Church at 338-7631 or thanksgivingtogether@hotmail.
com.  Help is needed prior to Thanksgiving week, 
Thanksgiving week, or Thanksgiving Day.This is great 
service for the family and Confirmation candidates can 
earn service hours as well. For more information, please 
visit their website at www.thanksgivingtogether.org  


